Series: Tabernacle of Moses

Drawing Nearer – pt.2 – Sunday
Pastor Dennis Sisco

(A PowerPoint presentation is available to accompany your notes.  An * where slides should appear)

Introduction

There is proper protocol in approaching people in position and there is proper protocol and procedure in approaching God, drawing near to Him and building our relationship with Him.

We continue to study the Tabernacle of Moses.  The word itself means “tent” but in the Bible, it is generally used to refer to God’s Sanctuary or God’s Temple.  

There are a number of physical tabernacles and temples made for God but the Tabernacle of Moses was the very first one built and the only one built where God himself gave the exact specifications.

Why do we need to understand the tabernacle of Moses?  What is its significance?  

· The tabernacle of Moses is a copy or shadow of the actual “tabernacle” or throne room of God in heaven.  Hebrews 8:1, 2, 5

· How the Israelites were commanded to approach God through the tabernacle gives us procedures and principles to draw near to God.

· The OT devotes 50 chapters to describing the Tabernacle and the writer of Hebrews devotes about 40% of its content to explain the spiritual meaning of the Tabernacle.

· God has made the provision for us to draw near to Him through the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ.  Many of the provisions and principles are illustrated in the rituals of the Tabernacle of Moses.  Let us not lose out on what God had promised to us by looking at the structure of the Tabernacle.  

THE TABERNACLE OF MOSES

There is many principles that we may use to study the scriptures. Types and shadows are used to communicate truths that the kingdom of God operates in. The Old Testament reveals the reality of Jesus and His church to us through a marvelous type and shadow called the Tabernacle of Moses. The Tabernacle of Moses shows us our way in God; that is, how we come to God, and how He comes to us through His Son, Jesus.

The tabernacle was a moving tent through which the people worshipped God through ceremonial rites. It was a three room house comprised of the Outer Court, the Holy Place, and the Holy of Holies. 
Each room had furnishings which represents each operation of our relationship with Jesus. This is a shadow of the real that we now experience in Christ through the Holy Spirit. (Remember, a shadow is something that represents something that is real.)

The outer court furniture included the Brazen Altar, representative of the Lamb that was slain and the blood that was shed for our sins. Jesus was the living sacrifice that gives us eternal life. 
Summery of 5 offerings at Brazen alter & their fulfillment in Christ:

1. Trespass/guilt offering – in Christ, our trespasses are forgiven.

2. Sin offering – in Christ, the power of sin is broken.

3. Burnt offering – In Christ, God the Father accepts us.

4. Meal/grain offering – in Christ, we have a perfect sacrifice.

5. Peace/fellowship offering – in Christ, we have fellowship with God.

The laver is the other furnishing here in the outer court.  It is a great bowl or basin overlaid in brass.  This creates a mirror effect.  Water is placed in the bowl for cleansing and this is for the priest only.  
The laver shows us water baptism and the washings of the priests. In water baptism the old nature, the old man, is cut off and the new nature, or new man, Christ Jesus begins to live in the one who receives the sacrifice laid on the brazen laver. This is a place of washing and cleansing. A new man now begins to live, awakened to spiritual realities.
Other teachings are the washing of regeneration and sanctification.  

Next we will look at the progression of the Christian’s walk of faith and explore the types and shadows of the Tabernacle of Moses.

3 Fold Truths of the Tabernacle of Moses

In scripture God sets forth a pattern of threes… the number three is important.

Proverbs 22:20

Strong’s concordance says, “excellent: a triple, a three fold measure, as a musical instrument with three strings.  

God hides threes all over the Bible.  Sometimes when used God is saying, “I am bearing witness to truth,” a truth such as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, or the Way, and the Truth and the Life, or Prophet, Priest, and King.  These threes are complete and perfect. 

Sometimes God is showing threes to represent a three-fold progression of maturity, such as 30 fold, 60 fold, hundred fold, or the tabernacle’s Outer Court, Holy Place and the Holy of Holies, or the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Passover), Feast of Weeks (Pentecost), and the Feast of Ingathering (Tabernacles.)

The tabernacle in the wilderness, also called “The Tabernacle of Moses,” presents a vivid picture of these 3 fold truths.  Obviously, we see this in the Outer Court, Inner Court (Holy Place) and Holy Of Holies (Most Holy Place).

TYPES AND SHADOWS OF THE TABERNACLE OF MOSES

As we enter the Holy Place, there are three furnishings--the Table of Shewbread, the Candlestick, and the Altar of Incense.

The door of the Holy Place is the place of receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Jesus said, "I am the door." He is the one who opens our understanding to the operation of the spirit and to God’s eternal purposes.

The shewbread is a type of Jesus, showing that He is the Word of God, the living bread of life, that those who have received this new nature, live by and are dependent on. The bread also speaks of covenant relationship, "you being many are one bread." 
The candlestick also shows us Jesus because he is the Light of the world. The flame of the candlestick is constant because of the oil running down the center shaft keeping that light shining onto the shewbread. This shows the revealing of Jesus as the Word of God and the Spirit of God. This represents His anointing and the power and baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

Lastly, the altar of incense depicts spirit-filled prayer, praise, and worship being released by those who have entered into covenant with God and who now serve Him as priests and kings in this earth.

We move into the Holy of Holies to find one piece of furniture---the Ark of the Covenant. In order to enter into this place, we enter by a new and living way, which is the blood of Jesus, who rent the veil for us so that we could forever enter into His Most Holy Place. The veil represents our flesh and all that might yet cause us to separate ourselves from God. The Ark of the Covenant represents Jesus. He is our ark, the one who has carried us forever out of the dominion of darkness into His marvelous light. The ark is His throne. It is where His mercy and grace are multiplied and his glory is fully manifested.


