Series: Tabernacle of Moses

Drawing Nearer – Part 1 Pastor Dennis Sisco

(A PowerPoint presentation is available to accompany your notes.  An * where slides should appear)
Text: (* 1) Exodus 25:1-9

Introduction

How many of us want to approach and draw near to God?  How many of us actually know how to draw near to God?  After we draw near to God, how do we build a relationship with God?

Illustration

My political science class met with than Premier Roger Bacon (NS).  All of us were standing in line and he came to greet us.  As he approached us, I was wondering in my mind:  What do I do?  Do I extend my hand to him?  Or should I wait for him to extend his hand?  It was an issue of protocol.  There is proper protocol in approaching people in position and there is proper protocol and procedure in approaching God, drawing near to Him and building our relationship with Him.
Over, the next few weeks, we are going to study the Tabernacle of Moses.  Some of you may not even have heard of this word Tabernacle and you wonder what the word means when you hear of churches called ________________ Tabernacle.  The word itself means “tent” but in the Bible, it is generally used to refer to God’s Sanctuary or God’s Temple.  

There are a number of physical tabernacles and temples mad for God but the Tabernacle of Moses was the verify fist one built and the only one built where God himself gave the exact specifications.

Why do we need to understand the tabernacle of Moses?  What is its significance?  
· The tabernacle of Moses is a copy or shadow of the actual “tabernacle” or throne room of God in heaven.  (*2) Hebrews 8:1, 2, 5

· How the Israelites were commanded to approach God through the tabernacle gives us procedures and principles to draw near to God.

· The OT devotes 50 chapters to describing the Tabernacle and the writer of Hebrews devotes about 40% of its content to explain the spiritual meaning of the Tabernacle.

· God has made the provision for us to draw near to Him through the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ.  Many of the provisions and principles are illustrated in the rituals of the Tabernacle of Moses.  Let us not lies out on what God had promised to us by looking at the structure of the Tabernacle.  

Structure of the Tabernacle (exodus 25-40)

(*3) Exodus 40:33-37

The whole tabernacle is divided into three parts.

(*4) The whole structure is surrounded by a fence of white (symbolizing the holiness of God) linen cloth.  This fence is 150 ft. * 75 ft.  The fence is 7.5 ft. high.  

As you enter in from the entrance at the east, you come into what is known as the outer court.  (*4,) The first thing you see is the brazen alter, a huge copper alter stained with blood.  (*4,) In front to the brazen alter is the brazen laver.

(*5) Then you approach a tent that on the outside looks weather worn and darkened with age.  It measures 15 ft. wide * 45 ft. long.   This tent is divided into 2 parts.   The Holy Place and inner Holy of Holies.  In the Holy Place are 3 items:

· (*5) A solid gold seven branched candle stick – the only source of light in the room

· (*5,) A golden table of showbread

· (*5,) A golden alter of incense

The inner room - holy of holies, is filled with the Shekinah presence of God.  No one may enter.  Only the high priest goes in once a year. 

· (*5) The ark of the covenant – represents the presence of God himself

(*6) The Brazen Alter (Exodus 27:1-8)

The brazen alter foreshadows Christ’s sacrificial death for us on the cross – God’s grace and mercy.

What are the lessons we can learn from the Brazen Alter?

1. (*7) Our sin and trespasses have to be dealt with before we can come into God’s presence.

· The brazen alter meets the incoming person before any other piece of furniture.  It stands directly in line with God’s mercy seat on the Ark of the Covenant.
· Bronze speaks of judgment
· Here the worshipper must first offer two types of offering preceding with anything else (there are 5 types of offerings)

· The sin offering (Leviticus 4:1-5, 13)

· The trespass/guilt offering (Leviticus 5:14-6:7)

Trespass or guilt offerings deals with specific sinful actions that we commit, whereas, the sin offering deals with our state or nature as sinners – from which our sinful thoughts, acts and words flow.  The sin offering specifically requires the death of an animal with the shedding of blood.  The trespass offering also requires the offering of an animal with the shedding of blood unless the worshipper is too poor to afford it.  

Hebrews 9:22

Application

People often express that they do not sense or experience God.  The Bible teaches us that by nature, we are sinners as we are al descendants of Adam.  We need to understand that sin in our life both our nature an dour specific sinful deed, bust be dealt wit if we want to draw near to God and experience Him.

2. (*8) Christ has paid it all or us at the Cross.

The Brazen alter is a picture of Christ and of his death on the cross.  It is made of acacia wood overlaid completely covered by bronze.  It is square in shape, measuring 5 cubits.  

· Acacia wood – represents the humanity of Christ.  He became a man.

· Bronze – always represents judgment.  The acacia wool overlaid with bronze to endure the heat speaks of God’s judgment on humanity.

· 5 cubits square – 5 is the number of grace: God’s grace. (5 stones in David’s pouch 5 books of Moses, Noah’s ark floated for 5 months, 5-fold ministry of grace in Ephesians.)

· The fire at this alter is to continue burning day and night (Leviticus 6:12-13)

· Calvary’s cross and Christ sacrifice/God’s grace by faith.

There are 3 types of offerings that may be offered at the brazen alter after the sin and trespass offering.  Each of this symbolizes something that Christ did for us on the cross.

Burnt Offering (Lev. 1, 6:9-13)
3. (*9) The cross paves the way for us to be accepted by God.

The third offering – is a free will offering and it is for the worshipper’s acceptance before god.  It is not for our conscience but for God’s heart.  When Christ died for us, he paved the way for us to become God’s children.  We are no longer enemies or children of judgment but God’s children.  (John 1:12)

Meal/Grain Offering (Lev. 2, 6:14-22)

4. (*9) The Cross empowers us to offer our lives to God in worship and service as a        fragrant offering.  The offering is not a blood offering.  It is just flour – a picture of the purity of Christ as a man, the perfect sacrifice.  A bit of oil is to be mixed in together with fragrant frankincense.  Oil is a symbol of the Holy Spirit.  Christ was conceived by the Holy Spirit and empowered by the Holy Spirit.  His life was a sweet smelling fragrant offering to God.  We can now do the same.  Right now when we come to God, we can also offer ourselves as fragrant offering to Him.

5. (*9) Peace/Fellowship Offering (Lev. 3, 7:11-21, 29-34)

The cross enables us to enjoy sweet fellowship with God.

This offering is the only offering where the worshiper has a share.  It ends in a celebration meal.  
The worshipper offers a bullock, lamb or goat as an expression of thanksgiving.   Only the fat of the animal is offered.  (during, OT days, the fate was considered the best part of the animal)  the breast portion and the right thigh are given to the priest but the balance is roasted and eaten by the one who made the offering and his friends in the outer court in God’s presence.  
Peace in Hebrew is “Shalom”. Because of Christ, we can celebrate and have sweet fellowship wit God and with each other.

(*10) Summery of 5 offerings at Brazen alter & their fulfillment in Christ:

1. Trespass/guilt offering – in Christ, our trespasses are forgiven.

2. Sin offering – in Christ, the power of sin is broken.

3. Burnt offering – In Christ, God the Father accepts us.

4. Meal/grain offering – in Christ, we have a perfect sacrifice.

5. Peace/fellowship offering – in Christ, we have fellowship with God.

Conclusion

The brazen alter is the starting of our Christian life.

