If The Enemy Can Silence Our Prayer
Psalm 22:1-5

The stakes are high the implications are eternal.

Silence is something that most of us are not comfortable with. The brief 20 seconds I stood before you, looking at you in silence may have seemed liked an eternity to some of you. What were you thinking as we looked at each other in silence? We will many times equate silence with something being wrong and will rush to fill the silence, but far too often in our rush, we inappropriately fill the silence.

During the course of a conversation, there invariably comes that lull, the silence that indicates you have exhausted your realm of small talk. You have gotten through the pleasantries of “Hello, how are you, how was your week,” and you have to make a decision to either extend the conversation beyond small talk, going a little deeper, or move on and speak with someone else.

There is also that awkward silence of riding in an elevator. Have you ever noticed how people rarely make eye contact and speak when riding on an elevator? It is an interesting phenomenon. I will many times speak to people on elevators just to see their reaction, and often times get that look that says, “Don’t you know we don’t talk on the elevator.” When we’ve had busy days at work or with our children or with household chores, we sometimes long for silence, but when we are at a social gathering or in the presence of others, silence usually makes us very uncomfortable.


Let me put it another way. Has your spouse ever given you the silent treatment? Or parents have your children ever given you the silent treatment when they disagreed with one of your decisions? If you have ever been the giver or the receiver of the silent treatment then you know it speaks volumes. Our silence does have the great ability to speak to others. Well, God in His Word uses silence to deal with us as His children.


Has there ever been a time in your life when you felt as though God was silent? How did you react? How did you respond to God’s silence? In this morning’s scripture passage we see God being silent. Apparently God has heard the plea from the psalmist and yet for all sakes and purposes God remains silent. He does not offer peace or hope; he does not come in and rescue; He simply remains silent.

In my own dealings with God I have had times where it seemed like nothing I was doing was getting through to God. No matter how much I pleaded with him I never got an answer. As a pastor, talking and counseling with others I have learned that I am not alone. This as common an occurrence as it was in God’s word. Why doesn’t God speak to me is the million dollar question this morning.

If you have ever been in the midst of a situation where you called out to God, where you sent him a message to come, because you desperately needed to see and hear from him, but you felt as though you got nothing and he was silent let me tell you that you are not alone. God’s own son, Jesus Christ, had the same experience. As he hung on a cross, he cried out these very words, “My God, my God why have you forsaken me?” Why do you remain silent in the midst of my pain? Why are you silent when I need you the most?

Understanding God’s silence is not easy, because our natural tendency is to interpret the silence as indifference or uncaring. This is especially true when we are in the midst of a crisis. It is quite apparent that the writer of this psalm was certainly in the midst of a crisis and the last thing he wanted is for their Lord to be silent. It is also hard for us in the midst of making a prayerfully, important decision to endure the silence of God. Have you ever prayed this prayer, “God, help me make this decision.” “God if you will only show me what to do, then I will do it.” “God, I need to know how to deal with this situation, please show me.” And nothing – you get silence.

Because we do not understand it, it can become very frustrating to us. While we do not fully understand the silence, and while it can frustrate us, God many times uses the silence to draw us closer to him. The bible is littered with examples of how people that got the silent treatment from God eventually became closer to him. The initial reaction and the initial focus was on God’s absence; His silence in not responding to their pleas, but through the silence He drew them closer and brought about to them an even greater revelation. 

Our challenge is to not interpret God’s silence as indifference, insensitivity, uncaring or callousness, but as a sign that He is bringing us into an even more wonderful understanding of himself. When you cannot hear God, you will find that He has trusted you in the most intimate way possible- with silence, but not a silence of despair, but one of pleasure, because He sees that you can withstand an even bigger revelation than you are expecting.

At times God’s silence is an indication of his intimacy and trust in us. As parents, there comes a time in our relationship with our children where we have to fade into the background and remain silent. As our children grow and mature, part of the process is their having to work through situations in life and figure some things out for themselves. Our silence is not an act of giving up, but rather a supreme gift of love and allowing them to come into their own.

That is not to say that our children will come through each of those situations unscathed, because they will not but the gift of our silence will many times awaken them to a deeper understanding than if we had been hovering over them, providing step-by-step instructions. Sometimes the greatest lessons we teach our kids are in our silence. This is hard for us who view silence in a negative light. 

However, this is exactly how we are treated at times by God, who as our heavenly parent. He gives us the gift of his silence to help teach us. Trust me we will not always come through unscathed either, but we too may be awakened to a deeper understanding and revelation. For our psalmist it was the knowledge that complete faith in God will not let you down.

We are a people who prefer the known to the unknown. We prefer the definite to the ambiguous. We prefer that which can be proved to that which cannot be explained. We prefer words and clarity to silence. The relevance of faith lies not in the power of faith as such, but in the fact that faith creates communion with Jesus Christ and through Jesus Christ, we receive the gift of life and knowledge. With theses gifts of faith, life, and knowledge we are given the ability to understand the promises of God in the midst of his silence.

Besides this important fact of God’s silence there are others that I would be doing you a disservice if I did not at least mention them to you this morning. I am of the belief that it would greatly benefit us to learn all that the silence of God can teach us.


When God is silent it teaches me that I may be going through a period of testing. We see this very clearly in the story of Job. In chapter 23 of Job he says that God is silent and that he cannot find Him but he knew that it was a test that he was going through.

Looking at Abraham’s life we see that God asked him to move from Ur to the land of Canaan and in those first 10 years God chooses to speak with him only 5 recorded times. It is quite evident that those first 10 years were a test for Abraham and part of this test was to endure long times of silence from God. I must remind you God’s silence does not have to be a test but it could be a test.

When God is silent, it might be for the purpose of reminding me that a spiritual battle is going on. In Daniel 10 we are told that Daniel cried out and mourned for three weeks with no answer from God. Finally the angel of the Lord appears and tells Daniel that he was coming from the first day you made your request to God but the enemy’s opposition delayed me. Maybe today, our prayer request is not yet answered because the messenger of God is in a spiritual battle on your behalf. God’s silence needs to remind me that we wrestle not against flesh and blood.

When God is silent, it may be because my present life choices are unpleasing to Him. We read in 1 Samuel 3 that the boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli. We are told that in those days the word of the Lord was rare; there were not many visions. This was because Eli’s sons were displeasing to God in their behavior. Eli did nothing to correct them. And the priests were not acting properly. So God’s silence was the result of wrong choices. 

How many times have you and I been guilty of making those very same mistakes in our life. I cannot count the number of times in my life that I have made the wrong choices that caused me to get the silent treatment from God. This fact tells us a little about how God operates. He allows us sometimes to make wrong choices until we hit rock bottom. He does not communicate to us while we are in disobedience but once we do realize what we are doing and approach him in sincere repentance he speaks to us again.

Sometimes when God is silent, it reveals how impatient I really am. In the book of James we are told to, “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, when you face trials of many kinds…. for they produce patience. We already said that God uses silence sometimes in trials. And here He tells us trials build patience. So, God’s silence reveals our level of patience or impatience in him.

A lot of us are like Peter. I know I am. When I feel like it is time for me to do something or I feel God has given me instructions I am all gung-ho to get them done. Why what to do tomorrow what you can do today. Let’s go and get it done is our cry. We are very impatient. But there are times were God wants us to be patient and what for him. We must remember those eternal words, “Be still and know that I am God.”

When God is silent, it reveals how really needy I am. Sometimes God’s silence reveals how big a mess I can create. It therefore shows how needy I really am for him and for his presence in my life. Too many times I have tried to get out before God and do things that I thought to be right only to find myself falling face first in failure. I am nothing without God and at times in my life it has taken him being silent for me to realize it. 

Silence is not just silence. Silence teaches us a lot about God and about ourselves. We must remember that silence gives us messages if we allow it too. Many times we can learn more and hear more in silence than when there is talking. 

